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Über das Jahrbuch
Das Jahrbuch für Islamophobieforschung (JfI) erscheint seit 2010 und bietet 
interdisziplinäre Ansätze zur Erforschung von Islamophobie. Es werden sowohl 
Fallstudien mit aktuellem Bezug zum Jahresgeschehen aus den unterschiedlichsten 
Bereichen wie Medien, Politik, Recht, Alltagsdiskriminierung als auch theoretische 
Reflexionen geboten. Das Anliegen des JfI ist es, wissenschaftliche Erkenntnis über 
aktuelle Aspekte der Islamophobie in einem jährlichen Abstand zu gewinnen und 
darzustellen. Zur Qualitätssicherung wird das JfI einem double blind peer 
review-Verfahren unterstellt.
Auch im diesjährigen sechsten Band erscheinen Artikel, die sich mit unterschiedlichen 
Facetten der Debatte über Islamophobie auseinandersetzen. Ein Beitrag analysiert den 
Entwurf für ein neues Islamgesetz, den die Österreichische Bundesregierung 2014 
vorgelegt hat. Das Jahrbuch bietet auch eine kritische Analyse über islamophobe 
Stereotype in dem 2014 erstmals im ORF und ARD ausgestrahlten Film „Die 
Freischwimmerin“. Darüber hinaus setzt sich ein Artikel mit dem Einsatz des Begriffs 
„Islamkritik“ auseinander. Ein weiterer nimmt die Entstehung eines antimuslimischen 
Urbanismus in den Blick. Und eine Untersuchung widmet sich der medialen 
Berichterstattung über die im Jahre 2009 präsentierte IslamlehrerInnen-Studie in 
Österreich sowie deren politische Konsequenzen.

About the Yearbook
The Islamophobia Studies Yearbook is a bi-lingual periodical that offers articles in 
German and English since 2010. The double blind peer reviewed journal guarantees 
interdisciplinary approaches to understanding the phenomenon of Islamophobia. Case 
studies and analyses of contemporary incidents from the realm of media, politics, law, 
and discrimination are as much welcomed as theoretical reflections. The Yearbook 
intends to present newest insights into a growing phenomenon that needs severe 
attention.
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English Abstracts

A Colonial headscarf-fairy-tale: The German-Austrian movie 

Die Freischwimmerin

Dudu Kücükgöl

 e Islamic headscarf and the Muslim woman are core issue of Islam-dis-

course.  is article analyses the representation of a Muslim woman and her 

headscarf in the German-Austrian movie Die Freischwimmerin.  e main to-

pic of the movie is the con"ict between a young Muslim girl wearing a 

headscarf and her environment which does not approve her free choice of it. 

 e movie is analysed from a postcolonial feminist perspective.  e method 

used is !lm analysis according to Faulstich (2013).  e analysis of the movie 

shows that although the movie tries to break with some stereotypes such as 

the myth of the oppressed and forced Muslim woman, it reproduces even el-

der stereotypes from colonial era.  e movie shows an obsession of her en-

vironment with her body and access to her body. Moreover the movie has 

some very problematic messages: Her headscarf is represented as an obstacle 

for a joyful live and for success.  e young girl is blamed for the discrimination 

and social exclusion she experiences for her free choice of the headscarf. Whe-

never she takes o' her headscarf, it happens involuntarily but represents a po-

sitive turn in the movie.

Keywords: Muslim woman, headscarf, postcolonial feminism, *lm analy-

sis, movie

Muslims as 2nd class citizens? A comparative analysis of the 

draft for a new Islam-law in 2014 and law of religion in Austria

Rijad Dautović & Farid Hafez

At the beginning of October 2014, minister of cultural a'airs Josef Oster-

mayr (Social Democrats) and minister of international, European and integra-

tion A'airs Sebastian Kurz (Conservatives) presented a dra/ for a new Is-

lam-law.  is dra/ is oriented along the law of recognition for the Jewish com-

munity (Israelitengesetz), which was recently amended in 2012. It is analyzed, 

to which extent this orientation – which was regularly evoked by the negoti-

ators of the government – is met and to which extent similarities and di'eren-
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ces can be seen. In addition to that, the Islam-law is compared to other laws of 

religion legally recognizing churches and denominations. !is is done based 

on the basic assumption that the Austrian constitution calls the government to 

treat every legally recognized church or denomination equally.

Keywords: Islam-law, law of religion, discrimination, constitution, institu-

tionalized Islamophobia

Anti-Muslim Urbanism: For an Urban Sociology of  

anti-Muslim racism

Vassilis Tsianos

In the Urban Studies, for quite a long time, the relation between migration 

and the city was characterized by an urbanistic empiricism: Either one was 

observing alarming processes of segregation or one was underlining the posi-

tive e"ects of the urban space per se for the immigrant gateway or community 

of primary settlement. Governing migration in the city was done without any 

analysis of processes of exploitation and their respective dominant subjects, 

namely the urban elites. Nina Glick Schiller and Ayse Caglar with their innova-

tive book Locating Migration: Rescaling Cities and Migrants, are counted 

among the #rst ones to insist on the need for a shi$ing perspective that would 

align an analysis of the strategies of exploitation pursued by urban elites in the 

context of migration research and of the politics of urban and regional scaling 

of unbalanced spatial developments within cities. A similar critique of the ur-

banistic empiricism is articulated by the queer-Urbanists David Bell and Jon 

Binnie (2004). !ey propose to analyze the transformation of politics of citi-

zenship and urban sexual cultures and communities within Urban Study Rese-

arch. Informed by such critical perspectives my objective hereina$er is to ex-

plore the relationship between the city and migration with regard to Homo-

normativity and the Emergence of an anti-Muslim Urbanism. I will try to com-

bine this investigation with some new questions that I have met within my 

ethnographic #eld research in Hamburg.

Islamkritk – a combat term?

Armin Mu!ic

!is article takes some critiques of the Islamophobia de#nition as an occa-

sion to deal with the possibility of connotatively and denotatively more preci-

se de#nition. Referring to the critique of semantic construction of the term Is-
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lamophobia the article addresses the question of whether it is about aversion 

against a group of people or against a religion. One German survey has been 

accused by some critics, not to di!erentiate between xenophobia and criti-

cism of religion. In this context, the question is addressed whether there can 

be a recipe-like distinction between Islamophobia and Criticism of Islam. 

Some authors claim that anti-Islamic aversions are rather about hostility to im-

migrants in general. Illustrating some outcomes of a survey, it will be stressed 

the independent development of the phenomenon Islamophobia. Finally, the-

re is a theoretical re"ection on the nature of prejudice, and the thesis about the 

non-existence of something that has been called ‘Islam’ by Islamophobes, will 

be made plausible from the perspective of research on prejudice. Finally, there 

will be a theoretical re"ection on the nature of prejudice and the thesis, that (a 

united de#nition of ) ‘Islam’ referred to by Islamophobes, will be made plau-

sible from an academic perspective of research on prejudice.

Keywords: Criticism of Islam, combat term, Islamophobia, latent Islamo-

phobia, prejudice

Media coverage and political implications of a study on Muslim 

teachers in Austrian public schools. 

Farid Hafez

In 2008, a then-student of sociology #nished his Ph.D. doing a quantitative 

research on attitudes of Muslim teachers in public schools who teach Islam to 

Muslim pupils. *e results were vividly discussed and reported in Austria’s 

daily newspapers and a debate arose on the role of the state in confessional 

school education. 22 percent of Muslim teachers were said to be anti-de-

mocratic and 16 percent were said to be against the Austrian constitution. In 

my article, I will do a Qualitative Content Analysis (Mayring) of the media co-

verage in three daily Austrian newspapers. A0er that, I will discuss the impli-

cations this debate had on the Islampolitik of the Austrian Republic and how 

the Islamic Community and the Ministry of Education handled the issue. It is 

asked, which state interferences happened a0er the debate and how to evalua-

te this in the context of an Islam-discourse that is coined by culturalization and 

essentialization. *e whole debate is also discussed at the backdrop of the me-

dia coverage of results of the Austrian Values Study on attitudes towards poli-

tics and democracy of all inhabitants of Austria.

Keywords: media, Islam, religious education, democracy, law of religion
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